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COURSE DESCRIPTION

On a Spring Explorer course students 
develop a range of English language and 
life skills. Designed around a weekly theme, 
students learn through project-based 
lessons, study tours and activities. 

LESSONS
English lessons include projects which 
are designed around the school’s weekly 
theme. Small groups of students work 
together on their projects focusing on each 
child’s language knowledge and skills 
development. 

ACTIVITIES
The activity programme is an integral part 
of the course and allows young learners to 
practise and develop what they have learnt  
in lessons. 

Afternoon electives are taught by  
experienced activity leaders and are 
designed to improve communication and 
confidence while developing academic, 
creative and active skills. Students also enjoy 
a wide variety of whole-school activities such 
as games, competitions, discos and shows. 

STUDY TOURS
Students enjoy study tours to UK 
destinations such as:

• London Science Museum
• Oxford
• Cambridge 

COURSES INCLUDE: 

l  Tuition, learning materials,  
course portfolio and  
end-of-course certificate

l  Residential accommodation  
and all meals

l  All social activities and  
study tours

l  Comprehensive supervision by 
qualified and experienced staff

l  Transfers from and to designated 
airports on scheduled arrival  
and departure days

l  Free internet access

l  Use of sports facilities

l  Free laundry service

l  Comprehensive insurance

COURSE 
PROGRAMME

#mybellstory

KOKI  
JAPAN

My favourite part of the Bell course is the project 
work. I like working with students from other 
countries as it makes me speak English more.

COURSE OUTCOMES

Students will:

l  Gain confidence and become more 
independent as learners and users  
of English.

l Develop their English language skills 
 (reading, writing, listening and speaking).

l  Improve their vocabulary, pronunciation 
and understanding of grammar 
appropriate to their level.

l  Develop skills in their chosen electives  
or academy option.

l  Develop essential life skills such 
as teamwork, independent study, 
communication and the ability to take 
responsibility for their own learning.

l  Make international friends.

l  Produce a portfolio of work 
demonstrating progress, achievements 
and new experiences.

PROGRESS TO:

   Another English Explorer course  
at a different centre or different time  
of the year 

    Intensive Academic English
   Young Business Leaders
   Young Cambridge Scholars.

•  ARCHERY
•   ART AND 

CRAFTS
•   BRITISH 

LITERATURE
•  COOKING
•  CRICKET
•  DANCE
•  DODGEBALL
•  DRAMA
•   FILM AND 

PHOTOGRAPHY

•  FOOTBALL
•  HANDBALL
•   HEALTH AND 

FITNESS
•   JOURNALISM
•   LACROSSE
•   MUSIC
•   ORIENTEERING 
•   ROUNDERS
•   TABLE TENNIS
•   VOLLEYBALL

EXAMPLE ELECTIVES

TAKE OUR  
VIDEO TOUR

BELLENGLISH.COM/
YOUNGLEARNER

SAMPLE TIMETABLE

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08.00

Student arrivals and 
welcome activities

BREAKFAST FOLLOWED BY MORNING MEETING

09.00
Language test Language lesson

Full day  
study tour 

LONDON

Kew Gardens and 
walking tour

Language lesson Language lesson

Departures 

or

Full day  
excursion

BRISTOL

10:30 BREAK BREAK

11:00 Orientation/ 
Language lesson Language lesson Language lesson Language lesson

12.30 LUNCH LUNCH

13:30
Language lesson Electives Electives Course presentation

15.00 BREAK BREAK

15.30
Electives Electives Electives Electives

17:00 HOUSE TIME HOUSE TIME

18.00 DINNER AND FREE TIME

19.30 Evening activities

21.00 HOUSE MEETINGS

COURSE SUMMARY
AGE 11-17 

LANGUAGE LEVEL All levels

COURSE LENGTH 1-5 weeks

COURSE DATES March and April

COURSE COMPONENTS (1 WEEK)

LESSONS 
 15 HOURS
STUDY TOURS 
 1-2 DAYS  
ELECTIVES
 9 HOURS
OTHER ACTIVITIES 
 9 HOURS

Students choose two electives per 
week on arrival at Bell St Albans.

A selection of electives will be 
available each week. Examples 
include:

WEEK/S THEME ARRIVAL DATE COURSE OPTIONS

1 SPRING FORWARD! SUNDAY 25 MARCH

5 W
EEK

S

4 W
EEK

S

3 W
EEK

S

2 W
EEK

S

1 WEEK

2 CITIES OF THE FUTURE SUNDAY 01 APRIL

4 W
EEK

S

3 W
EEK

S

2 W
EEK

S

1 WEEK

3 THEY CHANGED THE WORLD SUNDAY 08 APRIL 3 W
EEK

S

2 W
EEK

S

1 WEEK

4 BRAINWAVE SUNDAY 15 APRIL

2 W
EEK

S

1 WEEK

5 THE WORLD’S A STAGE SUNDAY 22 APRIL 1 WEEK

FEES (£) 4325 3460 3460 2595 2595 2595 1730 1730 1730 1730 865

In addition to course fees, all bookings are subject to a £95 registration fee.



DNA double helix sculpture

WEEK INCLUDES:Spring marks the beginning of a new 
cycle in our lives and is the time of new 
beginnings. In this course, students will 
investigate the nature of movement, 
change and progress. They will explore 
questions such as ‘How does the change 
of season affect us?’ and ‘In what ways can 
we change the world for the better?’

Topics may include:

l Saving the planet
l The natural world
l Human progress and endeavour

EXAMPLE  
LEARNING OUTCOMES 

l  Students develop their vocabulary  
to write about human biology and 
the natural environment.

l  Students learn to use persuasive 
language during debates on how 
to save, protect and preserve 
UNESCO World Heritage sites.

l  Students increase their personal 
planning skills as they discover 
how goal setting can increase their 
chances of success

WEEK 1: 
SPRING FORWARD!
SUNDAY 25 MARCH – SATURDAY 31 MARCH

PLUS FULL DAY STUDY TOUR  
TO OXFORD (WITH 2 WEEK COURSE)

VISIT TO
LONDON  

AND KEW 
GARDENS

Explorer project-based learning is a  
fully-integrated approach to language 
acquisition that provides our students  
with lots of opportunities for learning 
everywhere, both inside and outside  
the classroom.

The content of lessons, study tours and 
activities are designed with a focus on 
the project theme, giving the students 
a holistic experience which accelerates 
their learning.

Each project has a theme which begins 
with a central guiding question to start 
the students on their learning journey.  
This guiding question focuses the  
project and the students work 
collaboratively towards the production  
of a tangible project outcome which  
often combines each of the different 
aspects of the course.

Project themes are purposefully broad 
in scope to allow the teachers and 
students to work together, taking the 
project in a direction which meets the 
needs and interests of the whole group. 
This means that every group of students 
will learn something different with 
each student receiving a personalised 
learning experience. This unique aspect 
of our Explorer courses ensures they are 
consistently motivating and engaging, 
and students often return year after year.

The end of the Explorer project gives 
students the chance to share their 
learning experiences with each other in 
the form of a course show (presentation). 

PROJECT-BASED LEARNING

EXPLORE
the theme  
and topics

DEVELOP
language 

skills through 
learning 

CREATE
a personal 
response

PRACTISE
through  

other parts  
of the  
course

PRESENT
at the  

end-of-course 
show

#mybellstory

MARIA   
BRAZIL

I chose to study English because it’s going to help me in 
my future to get a good job and go to a good university. 
What I like most about Bell St Albans is the activities and 
the friendly staff. 

D
ouble helix photo: Flickr – m

ira66 (sculpture by C
harles Jencks)



WEEK INCLUDES:

WEEK 2:  
CITIES OF THE FUTURE 
SUNDAY 01 APRIL  – SATURDAY 07 APRIL

The students will be encouraged to think 
about how the world around them is 
changing at an increasingly fast pace. 
The students will also make predictions 
about the advancements in technology and 
how they will shape the landscapes and 
skyscapes of the future.

Topics may include:

l City life
l Life in the future
l The environment

TRIP  
ON THE 

LONDON  
EYE

EXAMPLE  
LEARNING OUTCOMES 

l  Students develop their grammar 
as they use future constructions 
(e.g. will, going to and the present 
continuous) to talk about and make 
plans and predictions

l  Students improve their knowledge 
of the UK and practice their 
pronunciation as they talk about  
the different cities and regions

l  Students use their creativity to 
design a cityscape of the future PLUS FULL DAY STUDY TOUR 

TO BLETCHLEY PARK

Role playing British musicians Amy Winehouse  
and Freddie Mercury for a TV panel show presentation

WEEK INCLUDES:Students will research the people and 
moments in history which have shaped  
the world in which we live.

Topics may include:

l Celebrities
l  Famous people from history and 

inspiring role models
l Historical events

STUDY
TOUR TO 
BRISTOL

EXAMPLE  
LEARNING OUTCOMES 

l  Students develop their reading  
and research skills whilst  
learning about the contributions  
of influential historic figures

l  Students learn key language 
structures to help them  
confidently express their  
opinions about past events

l  Students improve their speaking 
and presentation skills as they  
role play the life of a celebrity

WEEK 3: 
THEY CHANGED THE WORLD 
SUNDAY 08 APRIL  – SATURDAY 14 APRIL

PLUS FULL STUDY TOUR TO LONDON 
INCLUDING THE BRITISH MUSEUM

Henry VIII

Isaac Newton by 
Eduardo Paolozzi

Stonehenge

N
ew

ton sculpture photo: Flickr – Tim
 R

egan



PLUS FULL DAY STUDY TOUR TO 
CAMBRIDGE (WITH 2 WEEK COURSE)

Students learn about the impact of 
science on their own lives and the thought 
processes which foster creativity.

Topics may include:

l Great discoveries and developments
l Inventions
l The business plan

EXAMPLE  
LEARNING OUTCOMES 

l  Students develop critical  
thinking skills as they apply  
their new ideas to their projects  
and design challenges

l  Students improve their vocabulary 
and pronunciation as they talk 
about historic inventions

l  Students improve their teamwork 
skills  as they work creatively 
together on a business plan 

WEEK 4: 
BRAINWAVE
SUNDAY 15 APRIL  – SATURDAY 21 APRIL

Dyson vacuum cleanerBrunel

WEEK INCLUDES:
VISIT TO

THE LONDON
SCIENCE
MUSEUM

WEEK INCLUDES:This project theme, based on William 
Shakespeare’s famous line, is about all 
things creative and artistic. From writing  
to performing, students will widen  
their abilities to think creatively and  
work collaboratively.

Topics may include:

l Self-expression
l Actors and celebrities
l English literature

EXAMPLE  
LEARNING OUTCOMES 

l  Students improve their writing 
skills for different genres  
and purposes

l  Students enhance their knowledge 
of language structures, vocabulary 
and style across a range of 
dramatic and literary contexts

l  Students develop their teamwork 
skills as they work collaboratively 
together to write and perform  
a dramatic presentation

WEEK 5: 
THE WORLD’S A STAGE
SUNDAY 22 APRIL  – SATURDAY 28 APRIL

VISIT TO LONDON INCLUDING 
SHAKESPEARE’S GLOBE THEATRE

Im
ages: Flickr – D

yson vacuum
 cleaner by R

obert Scarth, B
runel by R

obert H
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 by Steph G
ray



Gatwick

WINDSOR

Heathrow

STRATFORD-
UPON-AVON

OXFORD

LONDON

CAMBRIDGE

StanstedLuton

ST ALBANS
St Pancras

Ebbsfleet

BELL 
ST ALBANS

TAKE OUR 
VIDEO TOUR

BELLENGLISH.COM/
YOUNGLEARNER

Single, twin rooms and 
dormitories

Separate accommodation 
areas for boys and girls

A dedicated houseparent   
in every zone

COURSESACCOMMODATION

FREE transfers on scheduled 
arrival and departure days from:

London Stansted

London Heathrow

London Luton

Ebbsfleet Eurostar

COURSESTRAVELCOURSES

Enjoy discovering the English language in a beautiful and 
friendly year-round school located close to London.  

SAMPLE ELECTIVES

Archery

Art and crafts

British literature

Cooking

Cricket

Dance

Dodgeball

Drama

Film and photography

Football

Handball

Health and fitness

Journalism

Lacrosse

Music

Orienteering 

Rounders

Table tennis

Volleyball

 Bright, spacious 
classrooms with 
interactive whiteboards

Free wireless internet

Computer study centre

Dining room 

Student common room

Art room

Disabled access/facilities

On-site sports fields
and archery range

 Peaceful, countryside 
setting

COURSESFACILITIES


