
EF International Academy, a group of international high 
schools with expertise in preparing overseas students for 
university education, has received official notification from 
the International Baccalaureate Organisation (IB) in Geneva 
that the second of their schools has been fully authorised as 
an IB world school. EF International Academy Torquay (UK) 
has been operating as a high school for international students 
for four years, offering the English A-Level qualification. 
The rigorous IB authorization process, culminating in a two-
day on-site inspection, takes two years to complete; official 
notification of success was received in April. EF International 
Academy New York (US) was approved as an IB world school 
in February this year. Both schools can be contacted through 
the IB website: www.ibo.org/school. The respective IB world 
school numbers are 004429 for Torquay and 006047 for 
New York.

The International Baccalaureate Organisation offers high 
quality programmes for international education, to date 

authorizing 2,600 schools in 134 countries to teach the IB 
programme. The Diploma Programme (IBDP), aimed at 
students aged 16 to 19, is a demanding two-year curriculum 
leading to final examinations and a qualification that is 
welcomed by leading universities around the world. Its 
curriculum represents best practice from education systems 
around the world rather than the exported national system 
of any one. It encourages international-mindedness and a 
positive attitude to learning by encouraging students to ask 
challenging questions, to critically reflect, to develop research 
skills, and to learn how to learn. All IB students learn a 
second language and the skills to live and work with others 
internationally – essential for life in the 21st century. At EF, 
the focus for the second language is English, which is taught 
alongside the student’s native language.

For further information please visit 
www.ef.com/academy.

EF International Academy 
receives certification as 
IB world school

A1



Lee Ji-Won from Gyeonggi, Korea, has 
been awarded the prestigious Founder’s 
Scholarship to study A-Levels at EF 
International Academy’s private high 
school campus located in Torquay, on 
England’s beautiful south coast. Ji-Won 
has already studied overseas once before 
at a small town in Oregon, USA, where 
she was a straight ‘A’ student. In her free 
time, Ji-Won volunteers every weekend 
with disabled and retarded children in 
conjunction with her local church. She 

is also a natural pianist. Ji-Won dreams 
of becoming a doctor working with the 
underprivileged.

EF International Academy, a group 
of schools specialising in preparing 
overseas students for university 
education in English-speaking 
countries, announced Monday 
the winners of its 2009 Founder’s 
Scholarship Award. The scholarship 
provides a 50% bursary towards the 

cost of tuition and accommodation 
at on of EF International Academy’s 
schools in the UK or the USA.

This year’s scholarship competition 
attracted hundreds of applicants from 
around the world, fifty of whom were 
selected for interview. Nine winners 
were chosen based on their academic 
ability and on their ability to contribute 
both to their home community and 
their new adoptive community in 
England or America.

EF International Academy schools 
in the UK run English A-Level 
examinations, the traditional route 
to the top British universities, and are 
authorised as IB World Schools to offer 
the IB Diploma Programme, a rigorous 
two-year programme leading to a 
qualification recognised and welcomed 
by top universities worldwide. The EF 
International New York school is set 
up specifically to run the IB Diploma 
Programme.

If you are interested in applying for 
local scholarship funds for studying at 
EF International Academy, please visit 
www.ef.com/academy.

Korean high school student 
receives prestigious Founder’s 
Scholarship

Li-Jee Won receiving the Founder’s Scholarship at EF International Academy.
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Dr. Alexander Chevrolle, Director 
of Admissions at EF International 
Academy, has been visiting Asia and 
recently stopped in Hong Kong 
to interview prospective students 
for admission to one of three EF 
International Academies in Oxford, 
Torquay (UK) and New York 
(USA).  Dr. Chevrolle has worked 
for EF Education First, the parent 
organization of EF International 
Academy, for more than 10 years, 
working in Morocco, Indonesia, 
China and the UK.  In his current 
role he oversees the enrolment of all 
international students, assessing each 
candidate’s character, maturity and 
academic ability, ensuring accepted 
students are ready for this demanding 
academic programme. 

At the end of his visit, Dr. Chevrolle 
commented:  “I’m always impressed 
by the standard of education, or 
more precisely by the high quality of 
applicants, I see in Hong Kong.  As 
a 16 year old student, I would have 
been very nervous about applying 
to an international high school and 

attending an interview with a native 
English speaker.  Students in Hong 
Kong seem to have a strong will to 
succeed and are ready to jump any 
hurdle, no matter how high, to get 
into a reputable private school which 
will provide the right education for 
successful university entrance.” 

EF International Academy offers two 
distinct high school curricula in a 
choice of three locations in the UK and 
the USA.  Both programmes are ideal 
pathways to prestigious university 
entrance worldwide.  Students can 
choose to study for the British A-Level 
Examinations (in either Oxford 
or Torquay) or the International 

Baccalaureate Diploma (in Torquay 
or New York). Applicants must be at 
least 16 years old and have completed 
11 years of schooling at the time of 
departure. Both curricula cover the 
two last years of high school education 
and start in early September. 

For the next intake in September 
2009, there are still a few places 
available. A final admission visit to 
Hong Kong is planned for May 25-
27.  For further information please 
visit www.ef.com/academy.

Hong Kong students gain 
admission to international 
schools in UK and USA

Dr. Chevrolle, Director of Admission, interviewing a student in Hong Kong
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